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The environmental justice movement acknowledges 
that:

1. People of color are historically and continue to be 
disproportionately burdened by environmental 
contaminants

2. Such communities must be actively leading efforts to 
make their communities healthier and more 
sustainable

3. These communities should benefit from 
environmental, climate, and public health laws and 
policies.

Environmental Justice (EJ) and Civil 
Rights



Environmental Justice Assistance Network

Pro bono capacity-building and 
referral network that matches 
legal, scientific, public health, and 
technical experts with 
communities in MA that are 
addressing EJ challenges

Why?
● To respond to legal and scientific needs 

of front line  communities 
● To build capacity of historically 

underrepresented groups



History

● 1994-2015: Before EJAN, ACE had the MA 
Environmental Justice Assistance Network, or 
MEJAN

● Network of 350 legal and technical 
professionals 

● EJAN encourages collaboration between 
attorneys and other experts



What can EJAN help with?
● Polluting businesses
● Proposals for development
● Unhealthy air or water
● Repurposing vacant lots for 

community benefit
● Contaminated property
● Garbage dumping
● Unsafe/rundown parks
● Unsafe Traffic Noise
● Inadequate public services
● Transactional issues
● And more...

Attorneys, Licensed Site Professionals, Planners, 

Consultants, Traffic Specialists, Scientists, and other 

environmental/public health professionals who are:

● Committed to the pursuit of environmental justice 
● Want to make a difference in ways that encourage 

community empowerment and client-centered 
decision making

Who are we looking for?



Case Examples
Scituate Landfill
• Review and explanation of technical 

content
• Recommendations to strengthen risk 

assessments

Fort Hill Water Quality
• Research on water lines and 

MWRA test results of water 
quality for concerned residents

Roxbury Demolition Site Cleanup
• LSP guidance on developing Public 

Involvement Plan (PIP) and 
possible contamination



Who do we serve?
EJAN works with residents who:
• Are low-income and/or community of color
• Have identified a significant environmental 

problem affecting their environment or quality of life
• Are otherwise unable to have appropriate legal and technical services
• Are working with a group and are willing to be represented collectively 

by an attorney/other expert



Volunteer expectations

● Receive case summaries

● You control your engagement

● No case requirement

● Access to volunteer trainings

● EJAN staff will provide conflict 

resolution if necessary



https://www.hear-db.org/

https://www.hear-db.org/


What about risks and conflicts?



Thank You

Want to Learn More?
Scan the QR code to sign up for EJAN or go 

to https://www.hear-db.org/

Stay connected
Denise January

denise@ace-ej.org
781-408-7857 

mailto:denise@ace-ej.org
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