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City of Boston Lobbying Registration and

Reporting Overview and Requirements

“Website: https://www.boston.gov/dej
boston ——_

In effect as of 4/16/2019, City Ordinance (Chapter 2-15.1)
[https://[www.boston.gov/sites/default/files/lobbying-ordinance-
2019.pdf]

Enacted to promote transparency in government by requiring registration and
disclosure of lobbying activities

This Requires you to register with the City Clerk’s Office each year if you
are a:

> lobbyist
» lobbyist entity, or
> lobbying client.

> You also must file disclosure statements four times each calendar
year.

— —
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https://www.boston.gov/departments/city-clerk/lobbying-city-boston
https://www.boston.gov/sites/default/files/lobbying-ordinance-2019.pdf

Covered and Exempted Practices

Under the Ordinance, lobbying includes any attempt to
influence:

postponement of a standard rate, rule or regulatic
pursuant to any local or special law; the adoptlon 0
policy position.




Actions also excluded from lobbying, including:

appearance at a publicly no
commission.




More actions excluded from lobbying include:




Registration Requirements: (in 2019)

» Annual renewal by DecembW
» Annual registration fee of $300 for every lobbying e 150 for

every client and lobbyist.
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Reporting Requirements: (in 2019)




Implementation: (in 2019)



https://www.boston.gov/departments/city-clerk/lobbying-city-boston
https://www.boston.gov/departments/city-clerk/lobbying-city-boston

Key Differences from State Lobbying Law: (in 2019)




ACEC/MA Comments on:



https://files.engineers.org/file/2019-9-6-ACECMA-Letter-BostonLobbyingOrdinance-003-September-2019.pdf

I ——

What You Can Do



‘ Find my electllon L!M

Massachusetts
http://www.sec.state.ma.us/wheredoi
votema/bal/myelectioninfo.aspx

Boston Residents: City Councilors
https://www.boston.gov/departments/city-
council/who-my-boston-city-councilor
https://www.boston.gov/departments/city-
council/who-my-boston-city-
councilor#map--245761



http://www.sec.state.ma.us/wheredoivotema/bal/myelectioninfo.aspx
https://www.boston.gov/departments/city-council/who-my-boston-city-councilor
https://www.boston.gov/departments/city-council/who-my-boston-city-councilor#map--245761

l What You Can M

>

>
>
>

Boston Voters: Email agopodman@engineers.org with

the neighborhood city council district where you live for
grassroots efforts.

Register to Vote

VOTE—in every election

Legislative Alerts — Contact your legislators
(or city councilors!)

May: Engineers & Land Surveyors Day at the
State House

Visit your elected officials

Contribute to candidates



What Else Can Yo

 Serve on an appointed board or
commission — municipal or state
 Run for Office



https://www.acecma.org/about/news/
boston-lobbying-ordinance-update-

2657
Questions?



https://www.acecma.org/about/news/boston-lobbying-ordinance-update-2657
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