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M.G.L. c. 149, § 44A et seq.
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Filed Sub-Bids in Short
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 Must be a building project under M.G.L. c. 149, except a
modular building

 Entire project must be worth over $150,000

 Estimated cost of filed sub-bid is more than $25,000.
Good faith estimate
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Sub-Bid Trade Contractors, § 44F
Specifications and plans shall have separate sections for each of the 
following classes of work:
(a) Roofing and Flashing, (b) Metal Windows, (c) Water-Proofing, 
Damp-Proofing, and Caulking, (d) Miscellaneous and Ornamental Iron, 
(e) Lathing and Plastering, (f) Acoustical Tile, (g) Marble, (h) Tile, (i) 
Terrazzo, (j) Resilient floors, (k) Glass and Glazing, (l) Painting, (m) 
Plumbing, (n) HVAC, (o) Electrical, (p)  Elevators, (q) Masonry Work, (r) 
Fire Protection Sprinkler System, and (s) any class of work for which the 
awarding authority deems it necessary or convenient to receive sub-
bids.
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Form for Sub-Bid, § 44F
To all General Bidders Except those Excluded:
A. The undersigned proposes to furnish all labor and materials required for completing, in accordance with the hereinafter described plans, 
specifications and addenda, all the work specified in Section No. ______ of the specifications and in any plans specified in such section, prepared 
by
___________________________________________ for _____________ in
(name of architect or engineer)(project)
__________________________________, Massachusetts, for the contract
(city or town)
sum of ________________________ dollars ($_________________).
For Alternate No. ______; Add $______ Subtract $______
Repeat preceding line for each alternate]
B. This sub-bid includes addenda numbered ____________
C. This sub-bid
may be used by any general bidder except:
_________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
� may only be used by the following general bidders:
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

5



The Design Professional Roundtable

DCAMM SUB-SUB-BID
ELECTRICAL
Computer Wiring
Lightening Protection
Security/TV Systems
Sound Systems

HVAC
Balancing
Chemical Treatment
Duct Insulation
Pipe Covering
Sheet metal (Ductwork)
Temperature Controls

PLUMBING
Pipe Covering
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What is the extent of the trade contractor’s SOW?
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John F. Miller Co., Inc. v. George Fichera Constr. Corp., 7 Mass.App.Ct. 494 (1979)



The Design Professional Roundtable

What is the extent of the trade contractor’s SOW?
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A plumbing  subcontractor on a state aided project had a 
greater justification for not looking outside the “Plumbing” 
Specification especially where it was business custom 
that a carpentry union provide installation of certain toilet
Accessories.
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Lesson Learned
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Whether a trade contractor is responsible for work in 
another specification/drawing depends on: 1) the obviousness 
of the omission, error or discrepancy; and, 2) business 
custom.
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Contact Information
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Donovan Hatem LLP
53 State Street- 8th Floor
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