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Massachusetts Filed Sub-bids

 Subcontractor’s Drawings / Specifications

 Builder’s Risk

 Chapter 149A Trade Contracts 

 Paragraph “E” Sub-subcontractor Issues 

SOME PROBLEM AREAS
A SUBCONTRACTOR’S PERSPECTIVE ON FOUR ISSUES:



ISSUE #2Does a subcontractor own work in 
the specs or on the drawings of 

another trade?

In well-defined circumstances. 

Massachusetts Filed Sub-bids

ISSUE #1

ANSWER



Specific Reference



Unspecific Reference 



Unspecific Reference 



ISSUE #2How should Builder’s Risk 
Insurance be handled in the Bid 

documents?

Very comprehensively and 

specifically. 

Massachusetts Filed Sub-bids

ISSUE #2

ANSWER



Builder’s Risk

 Owner, Contractor and Subcontractors should be 
named insureds or additional insureds. 

 A Waiver of Subrogation should exist between all 
insured parties. 

 The party that will pay the deductible should be 
specified and the amount of the deductible should be 
specified.  Deductibles should typically be no more 
than $5,000. 

KEY ITEMS TO CONSIDER 



Bad Builder’s Risk Specification



ISSUE #2
What should a Chapter 149A Trade 

Contract look like?

Just as it is depicted in the statute. 
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ISSUE #3

ANSWER



149A Statute



Bad 149A – Example 



ISSUE #2
Paragraph “E” Sub-subcontractors 

What can go wrong?

Many things. 
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ISSUE #4

ANSWER



Chapter 149 Bids

 Bid documents tell subcontractors which “classes” of work must be listed on 
the bid form. 

PARAGRAPH “E” 



Chapter 149A Bids

 Different way of handling Sub-Sub Bids

 Bid documents do not tell subcontractors which “classes” of work must be 
listed. 

NO PARAGRAPH “E” 



Paragraph “E”  

Often see 149A projects using 149 bid form with Paragraph E. 

 We may list additional sub-subcontractors, even if not required by 
Paragraph E. 

 In fact, if we as a Trade Contractor aren’t qualified, to perform sub-
subcontractor work (usually by lack of some certification), and don’t list a 
sub-subcontractor, we may be protested, and our bid may be rejected. 

On 149 Projects the trade specification may require work we may not 
typically perform, such as medium voltage work. 

 If we don’t submit an RFI and persuade Awarding Authority to make such 
work with a Paragraph E listing, our bid may be rejected. 

 **Hint:  Always make medium voltage work a Paragraph E listing on 149 
projects. 

“E” BIDDING ISSUES



Paragraph “E” 

Installer vs. Integrator

 If you are OK with the electrical contractor installing cables and mounting 
devices be clear that this will be allowed.  

 Don’t require certifications of installer that really should be for integrator. 

 An Installer puts in the cables and devices.

 An Integrator makes connections, programs, tests, commissions and 
provides service.  

Submittal vs. Bid Requirement

 Try to make certification and qualification issues something to be 
determined during the submittal stage of a project.  If a qualification issue 
is not called out as a submittal issue, it may be construed as a bid issue, 
may lead to a protest, and may cause a bid to be rejected. 

“E” BIDDING ISSUES



Thank You for Your Time!

Any Questions?


	Slide Number 1
	Massachusetts Filed Sub-bids
	Slide Number 3
	Specific Reference
	Unspecific Reference 
	Unspecific Reference 
	Slide Number 7
	Builder’s Risk
	Bad Builder’s Risk Specification
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Bad 149A – Example 
	Slide Number 13
	Chapter 149 Bids
	Chapter 149A Bids
	Paragraph “E”  
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18

