Instruments of Service background from ACEC/MA 
Instruments of Service include the final drawings, plans, specifications, plats, and reports prepared by, or under the Direct Charge and Supervision of, a registered Professional Engineer.  Instruments of Service do not include interim drawings, plans, specifications, plats and reports or drawings, plans, specifications, plats and reports that are marked “preliminary,” “not for construction,” “for plan check only,” or “for review only.”

Some states (e.g. California) require that “calculations” be stamped.  Massachusetts does not have this requirement.
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s any document or medium memorializing the professional service or
Creative work of engineering or land surveying involving the special education, training, and

experience of the nature required for registration as a Professional Engineer or Professional
Land Surveyor.
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(2) Each person registered as a Professional Engineer in the Commonwealth shall use a
professional seal that conforms to the designs approved and made available by the
Board. The seal shall contain the following words: "Commonwealth of Massachusets",
the Registrant's name, the Registrants registration number, and the words "Professional
Engineer” and may include one’s Licensed Branch.

(b) Each person registered as a Professional Land Surveyor in the Commonvwealth shall use
a professional seal that conforms to the designs approved and made available by the
Board. The scal shall contain the following words: “Commonwealth of Massachusetts”,
the Registrant’s name, the Registrant’s registration number, and the words “Professional
Land Surveyor”.

‘The seal must be a symbol or image in the form of a rubber stamp, embossed seal or
digitized seal (computer generated image), or other form approved by the Board. The outside
diameter of the depicted image must be approximately one and one half inches

A Registrant shall affix his o her seal only to Instruments of Service produced by the
Registrant personally or under the Registrant's Direct Charge and Supervision, except as
provided in 250 CMR 5.03(4).

A Registrant may review and adopt work started by or under another Registrant’s Dircet
Charge and Supervision provided the adopting Registrant has performed a detailed and
thoroughly documented review and will assume complete responsibility for the work of that
previous Registrant.

Under no circumstances shall a Registrant adopt the Work Products developed by
unregistered persons who themselves were not working under the Direct Charge and
Supervision of a Registrant.

Any document bearing the Registrant’s seal must also be appropriately dated and signed with
cither a legible hand written Signature adjacent to (not obscuring) the seal or a properly
encryped digital Signature, in compliance with 250 CMR .

‘The Registrant shall not affix his or her scal to stickers, decals, cards, stationery, advertising,
or any other such material.




