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Why provide choices in 
transportation?

Safer Streets

Better Mobility

Equity

Improved HealthEconomic
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Transportation Choices Discussion

Past Present Future
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Policies impacts transportation  
infrastructure & choices… 
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Highland Avenue & Needham Street, Newton & Needham

Route 135, Hopkinton

Guidance & Implementation



MassDOT’s Healthy Transportation Policy 
Directive requires all state transportation 
projects to increase biking, transit, and 
walking options. 

September 2013



Healthy Transportation Policy Effectiveness



Project Initiation



Project Scoring



Past Present Future



Project Approach

• Be creative
• Be flexible + innovative
• Focus on comfort
• Engage the public
• Test pilots & do 

demonstrations
• Develop resources & 

tools



Design Considerations

• Address gaps
• Eliminate barriers
• Safety + High crash 

locations
• Transit access
• Path network

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.mbta.com/riding_the_t/accessible_services/default.asp?id=19946&ei=4aNsVeD6LoqwsASp6oDQCw&bvm=bv.94455598,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNFTEeX8aHPMKu7mOu7sRliGykyebg&ust=1433269595332180


Roadway Scoping Checklist

• Project kick-off meeting
• Define scope for the project

• What are the project limits?
• Is an RSA needed?
• Is a DER needed?
• What permits are necessary?
• Etc.

• Discuss cross section
• Goal to reduce scope changes



Complete Streets Checklist

• Internal to MassDOT
• Improve reviewer consistency 
• Asks reviewer to consider all elements:

• Is it possible to remove one or more travel lanes?
• Does the sidewalk connect with other pedestrian 

facilities?
• Is the bicycle facility appropriate for the traffic 

speed and volumes of the roadway?
• Is there any type of transit on the street?



Road Diets
• Can be a low-cost redesign
• Reduction in frequency and severity 

of crashes 
• Reallocates space to other users

Nonantum Road



Path Guide

Avoid Reinventing the Wheel

Consistency in Designs

Transparency of Process

Less of a Guide, More of a Tool

Agency Coordination



Pedestrian Safety
• Conducted focus group

• Aim to educate 
• Identify barriers
• Proven countermeasures

• Pedestrian Facility Guide
• Understanding pedestrians
• Types of crossings
• Design principles
• Crossing enhancements



Complete Streets Funding Program

• Aimed to provide funding for local roads
• Incentivizes adoption of CS policies and best 

practices
• Tiered Framework

Tier 1
Attend Training and Pass CS 

Policy

Tier 2
Develop 5-year 

Prioritization Plan

Tier 3
Submit Application for 
Potential Construction 

Funds



Complete Streets Funding Program
As of 4/9/2018



Past Present Future



Ped Plan

Trails
Bike Plan
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2018
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2018



Can you imagine a 
road that just . . . 

ends?





http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&ved=0ahUKEwj1lZTvp4bUAhXH64MKHUVICO8QjRwIBw&url=http://www.pressherald.com/2017/02/09/in-northeast-schools-canceled-flights-delayed-snow-plenty/&psig=AFQjCNHVKUEqVzcK8OMaNbpNwTQNFenL1g&ust=1495639031546162




Statewide Bike Plan



Networks



Building Networks: Northampton



Building Networks: Trails



Administration Commitments to Trail 
Networks

The Administration has either constructed or funded an additional 150 miles of paved trails, adding to the 
current inventory of 565 miles of paved trails.  DCR owns approximately 200 miles of those trails.



Engineering Directives



Transit



Most crowded street segments

51 
Towns 

184
Routes

7643
Bus Stops

Transit



GeoDOT / GIS / Tools
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2020

2030

2040

IDEAS?!
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Discussion
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